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were concerned with possessions and with territorial conquest
rather than with a crusade against Islam. One thing tends to
emphasise this fact—the treatment of the numerous Jews in
the Peninsula. The Jews, engaged in industry and commerce,
were a wealth-producing asset, and as such had been well-
treated by the Moslems. The Christian kings imitated them
in this. In other Western countries the launching of the
First Crusade to theHoly Places was a signal for the persecution
of the Jews. In Spain alone they were tolerated, until the
fifteenth century, when Ferdinand and Isabella began a holy
war to drive out Islam from the Peninsula; then the Jews
were expelled as well.
Of the three kingdoms, Aragon began, in conjunction with
the counts of Barcelona, a tentative advance from the north-
east which was to lead early in the twelfth century to the
capture of Saragossa. Navarre was of little account and for
some time recognised the suzerainty of Aragon. The main
burden was shouldered by Castile, which had suffered the
most severely in the previous century, and in which more
than elsewhere there was the tendency to combine conquest
with crusade. In Galicia, in the extreme north-west of the
kingdom, was the famous shrine of St. James (Santiago) of
Compostella, to which pilgrims came from all parts of
Western Europe. This had been sacked by Ahnanzor in the
most devastating of all his raids, though he had actually
spared the shrine itself; but the horror caused by his sacrilege
remained to add recruits from outside to the Castilian armies.
Yet even in Castile the need for a single head against the
enemy could not overcome the principle of division of posses-
sions. When Ferdinand I died in 1065 he divided his
territories—Castile, Leon, Galicia—among his three sons, and
the Reconquest was delayed while they fought out the
mastery. At last Alfonso VI was successful in reuniting his
father's possessions in 1072 and the advance began again,
culminating in the conquest of the kingdom of Toledo in
1085.
This achievement was notable for many reasons.    It was Alfonso VI
a united Christian effort, for Alfonso's army received con- of Castile
tingents from the other Spanish kingdoms (that from Aragon Toledo
being led by its king) and numerous auxiliaries from elsewhere. (1085)
Yet in the measures Alfonso took to consolidate his conquests

